
A CLOSER LOOK AT

Purpose of aAa® Analysis - From the 
beginning, the purpose of analysis was to 
help farmers create more profitable, trouble-
free cattle through a breeding program that 
balanced the physical contributions from the 
sire to the needs of the dam. The familiar 
slogan used by Animal Analysis Associates, 
”Sire The Need,” captures the essence of 
aAa.

What is aAa® Analysis? aAa analysis 
is the study of an animal’s physical parts 
and their relationship to each other. It is 
not a description, measurement, or estimate 
but, rather, a logical thought process.  This 
approach separates the entire animal into its’ 
component parts. Analysis understands how 
to correct the deficiencies while retaining 
positive characteristics already present. 

The basic idea of analysis, was most 
simply stated by Weeks, “a cow should not 
be mated to a sire with weaknesses of the 
same nature as the cow already possesses.” 
Analysis believes that just as deficiencies 
need to be brought into balance, keeping 
positive qualities balanced is equally impor-
tant. 

Weeks observed that animal physiques 
possessing structural extremes were less 
likely to live full, productive lives, although 
exceptions would always exist. He believed 
that most weaknesses resulted from selec-
tion practices that led to an extreme physical 
form or an unbalanced body structure.

 In other words, the extremely refined cow 
could produce a large volume of milk at an 
early age but not have sufficient strength or 
capacity to maintain udder and body health 
to last for several years. The large cow could 
have great capacity and stay healthy but not 
have the refinement to produce a sufficient 
milk volume for her body size. 

In explaining these fundamental concepts 
Bill Weeks stated, “Any animal will tend to 
be generally wide or narrow, long or short, 
high or low, rough or smooth, strong or frail, 
thick or thin, heavy or light, rather than some 
unnatural combination of substance and 
dimension. This tendency for kinds of cows 
to be similar throughout is called relationship 
of parts, and makes possible the expression 
of a cow’s character quite completely with a 
single word or symbol, such as “Round” or 
“Sharp”.” 

aAa® Analysis Effect - Since 1950, 

aAa analysis has answered two questions 
no other program can, ‘What is the cause of 
this cow’s problem?’ and ‘How do I fix it?’ 
If analysis didn’t continually provide satis-
factory answers to these questions, it would 
have ceased to be usable long ago or would 
have had to be changed. But neither has hap-
pened in six decades.

Today’s Impact - aAa offers the only 
independent, unbiased breeding guide avail-
able in the dairy industry today although 
it continues to be copied or imitated. We 
have been referred to as the standard against 
which all other programs are measured.  To 
the benefit of farmer users and semen mar-
keting companies in 24 countries we strive to 
live up to that statement through continuous 
training and commitment to excellence. 

For 60 years, farmers have relied on the 
accuracy and integrity of aAa analysis as 
their guide to breeding better, more profit-
able cattle. As long as cows are milked, there 
will always be a need for an intellectually 
honest, unbiased approach to breeding pro-
grams; something aAa Analysis promises to 
reliably offer for the next 60 years.

*For the full version text of the above 
excerpt, click on “ aAa® Animal Analysis--60 
Years of Helping Dairy Farmers” on our 
homepage at aAa123456.com. SIRE THE 
NEED is a service mark of the Weeks 
Corporation, Rutland, VT.
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